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SUBJECT: GUYANS PM FORBES BURNHAM STATE VISIT TO NIGERIA 

BEGIN SUMMARY: GUYANA PM FORBES BURNHAM ENDED SUCCESSFUL FIVE 
DAY STATE VISIT TO NIGERIA SEPT. 15. VISIT CAPPED BY 

BURNHAM ANNOUNCEMENT THAT CULTURAL AND TRADE AGREEMENTS BETWEEN 
NIGERIA AND GUYANA WOULD SOON BE CONCLUDED AND BY GOWON ACCEPTANCE 
OF INVITATION TO VISIT GUYANA. END SUMMARY 

f. ARRIVING IN LAGOS SEPT. 1 1 FROM ALGIERS NON-ALGINED SUMMIT 
VIA GOWON'S PERSONAL JET, GUYANA PM FORBES BURNHAM MADE HIGHLY 
SUCCESSFUL STATE VISIT TO NIGERIA. WHILE IN NIGERIA, 

BURNHAM SCHEDULE INCLUDED DISCUSSIONS WITH GOWON AND MEA 
OFFICIALS, VISIT TO VARIOUS PROJECTS AROUND LAGOS STATE AND KANO 
STATE, AND UNSCHEDULED TRIP TO MID-WESTERN STATE. 

2. DURING HIS VISIT, BURNHAM STRESSED FRIENDSHIP AND NATURAL 
TIES WHICH LINK NIGERIA AND GUYANA AND NEED FOR BOTH COUNTRIES 
TO GET CLOSER TOGETHER. HE ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT HE WOULD RETURN 
TO NIGERIA IN 1975 TO HEAD HIS COUNTRY'S DELEGATION TO THE 
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SECOND BLACK AFRICAN FESTIVAL OF ARTS. 
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3. AT END OF BURNHAM'S STAY, JOINT COMMUNIQUE WAS ISSUED WHICH 
REAFFIRMED DETERMINATION OF BOTH HEADS OF STATE TO STRENGTHEN 
AND IMPROVE RELATIONS BETWEEN THEIR COUNTRIES THROUGH COLLABORA- 
TION IN ALL AREAS OF MUTUAL INTEREST ESPECIALLY THOSE 

RELATING TO TRADE, ECONOMIC, CULTURAL, TECHNICAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
ISSUES. TWO LEADERS RECOGNIZED NEED STRENGTHEN AND IMPROVE 
PRACTICAL COOPERATION BETWEEN COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES BUT 
STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF UNITY OF ACTION AND SELF-RELIANCE AS 
PRE-REQUISITE TO NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES OBJECTIVE IN REDUCING 
ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL GAP BETWEEN THEM AND DEVELOPED 
NATIONS. COMMUNIQUE ALSO RECOGNIZED IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING AND 
STRENGTHENING LINKS BETWEEN NATIONS OF AFRICA AND CARIBBEAN 
AND PLEDGED CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN AFRICA. 

IT FURTHER ANNOUNCED THAT BURNHAM HAD INVITED GOWON TO GUYANA 
AND LATTER HAD ACCEPTED. 

4. PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR CONAKRY, BURNHAM HELD AIRPORT 
PRESS CONFERENCE IN WHICH HE ANNOUNCED THAT NIGERIA AND GUYANA 
WOULD SHORTLY CONCLUDE CULTURAL AND TRADE AGREEMENTS WITH EACH 
OTHER. HE LISTED RICE RESEARCH, SHIPPING, CULTURE AND SPORTS 

AS POSSIBLE AREAS OF COOPERATION AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT 
NIGERIAN AIRWAYS WOULD OPEN ROUTE BETWEEN NIGERIA AND GUYANA 
PRIOR TO BLACK ARTS FESTIVAL. NOTING SIMILARITY BETWEEN TWO 
COUNTRIES AND THEIR COMMON STAND ON NONALIGNMENT, PROBLEMS 
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA AND ME, BURNHAM PLEDGED HIS COUNTRY'S 
CONTINUED FINANCIAL AND MATERIAL AID TO FREEDOM FIGHTERS OF 
AFRICA, ADDING HE NO LONGER BELIEVED IN A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO 
PROBLEMS OF COLONIALISM AND OPPRESSION ON THE AFRICAN 
CONTINENT. 

5. COMMENT: FMG MADE VERY EFFORT TO INSURE THAT BURNHAM VISIT WAS 
A SUCCESS. IN CONTRAST WITH NIMEIRI VISIT ALL FMG DIGNITARIES 

WERE ON HAND AT ARRIVAL AND DIPLOMATIC CORPS WAS BROUGHT TO AIRPORT 
FOR FIRST TIME IN 18 MONTHS TO GREET BURNHAM. IN ADDITION, 

AIRPORT RECEPTION AS WELL AS OTHER FUNCTIONS IN HIS HONOR 
APPEARED TO BE MORE FESTIVE AND ENTHUSIASTIC THAN ANY IN RECENT 
PAST. BOTH LEADERS WERE LAVISH IN THEIR PRAISE FOR EACH OTHER 
AND BURNHAM MADE CLEAR THAT HE WAS IMPRESSED BY HIS VISIT TO 
NIGERIA. DESPITE MENTION OF NEED TO STRENGTHEN TIES IN COMMUNIQUE 
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AND AT PRESS CONFERENCE, NO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE OF 
ESTABLISHMENT OF GUYANAN HIGH COMMISSION IN LAGOS (GEORGETOWN 
1312) THOUGH IT POSSIBLE THIS MAY BE DISCLOSED AT SOME LATER DATE. 

6. REASONS FOR ENTHUSIASTIC FMG TREATMENT OF BURNHAM DURING HIS 
STAY IN NIGERIA NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR. RECEPTION ACCORDED HIM 
SUGGESTS CONSCIOUS ATTEMPT TO CAPITALIZE ON CURRENT INTEREST AND 
DESIRE BY CARIBBEAN STATES, AND NOTABLY GUYANA, TO DEVELOP 
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CLOSER IDENTIFICATION WITH AFRICA, AND VICE VERSA, IN VIEW OF 
COMMON ETHNIC BACKGROUNDS AND SIMILAR PROBLEMS IN AREA OF 
DEVELOPMENT. IN VIEW ITS INCREASING LEADERSHIP ROLE IN AFRICA, 

IT POSSIBLE FMG ALSO WISHED ENHANCE ITS OWN POSITION IN EYES OF 
BURNHAM AND AT SAME TIME INDICATE ITS ACCEPTANCE OF GUYANA AS 
POTENTIAL SPOKESMAN FOR CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES. 

CROSBY 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 19 SEP 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973LAGOS07630 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: LAGOS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730925/aaaaaryo.tel 

Line Count: 122 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10-Jan-2002 by willialo; APPROVED <31 -Jan-2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GUYANS PM FORBES BURNHAM STATE VISIT TO NIGERIA BEGIN SUMMARY: GUYANA PM FORBES BURNHAM ENDED 

SUCCESSFUL FIVE 

TAGS: PFOR, Nl, GY 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




